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 1. RESEARCH INTEGRITY: some key factors

from the point of view of a research funding organization (RFO)

1. « Active » stakeholders in misconduct process

Þ Actors: scientists/researchers
Þ Funders: research funding agencies, politics, industries 
Þ Host institutions: universities, research institutions
Þ Publishers

2. RFO objectives: to ensure the proper application of its resources on people 
capable of increasing knowledge

3. Misconducts affect the quality and the impact of RFO activities (not 
only the quality of science…)







~  2. RESEARCH INTEGRITY: what can be done?
possible actions of F.R.S.-FNRS as a funding organization

1. Research integrity policy 
Þ Guidelines of good practices
Þ Misconduct code and procedures
Þ Employement contracts (penalties in case of misconduct)
Þ Responsability for detection and investigation in host institutions + feed back to the 

governing body of the F.R.S.-FNRS (adjudication)

2.  Peer review
Þ Achievements standards (bibliometric indicators; focus on quality of publications  

DFG)
Þ Experts misconduct code (CoI, confidentiality)

3. Open access/data policy
4. Ex-post

5. Transparent communication to the scientific community  on policy/codes 
and evaluation procedures

6. Support to international policies :  Science Europe, Global Research Council, 
Global Science Forum (OECD), … (Hot topic)

Additional means of misconduct 
detection
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 2. RESEARCH INTEGRITY: what can be done?

possible actions of F.R.S.-FNRS as a funding organization

5. Transparent communication to the scientific community: on the 
evaluation procedure

Selection of 
qualified 
researchers not 
« proportional » 
to bibliometric 
scores 
(data  2011)
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 2. RESEARCH INTEGRITY: what can be done?
possible actions of F.R.S.-FNRS as a funding organization

 
% of Belgian publications with international co-author ship

 Interactions with other countries (not only national level)

55%






